CHRISTIANITY AND   ISLAM

of the Crucifixion to the Christian Church,
as is shown by his treatment of it as a Jewish
falsehood. In fact, he develops the habit
of characterising as false any statement in
contradiction with his ideas, and this
tendency is especially obvious in his deal-
ings with Judaism, of which he gained a
more intimate knowledge. At first he
would refer sceptics to Christian and Jewish
doctrine for confirmation of his own teach-
ing. The fact that with no knowledge of
the Old or New Testament, he had pro-
claimed doctrines materially similar and
the fact that these Scriptures referred to
himself, were proofs of his inspired power,
let doubters say what they would. A
closer acquaintance with these Scriptures
showed him that the divergencies which
he stigmatised as falsifications denoted in
reality vast doctrinal differences.

xln   order   to   understand   Muhammed's
attitude towards Christianity, we will ex-
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